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1969Ą2009: Stansbury Park Turns 40  

Getting to Know Your Community 
Becoming Acquainted with Your 

SPCA Trustees 

 

Pete 
Kirchhoff 

Pete Kirchhoff 
moved to Stans-
bury Park in 
2008 with his 
wife, Donna, and 

three kids.  He really enjoys the soccer fields, 
skate park, and mountains nearby.  Pete is the 
pastor of Waters Edge.  He holds a bachelors in 
Business from Colorado State and a masters in 
Theology from Denver Seminary. 

 

Gwen 
Ruebush 

Gwen Ruebush is a secre-
tary by nature, so 
she relaxes by sitting at 
a computer organizing 
things.  There is no need 
to hang a sign in the Rue-
bush home that says 

"Waste Not, Want Not" or "Reduce, Reuse, Recy-
cle" because that's just how they like to live.  The 
Ruebush household is very active, and 
Gwen spends most of her time trying to keep up 
with everyone.  Gwen heads up the Stansbury 
Days Triathlon and co-edits this newsletter.  

 

(Bios, continued on page 3) 

History of Stansbury Park, Utah 
BY OUIDA BLANTHORN 
 

I 
n 1969 a new company was formed in Salt Lake 
City for the purpose of developing recreational 

communities in a four-state-wide area. One of 
those communities planned was Stansbury Park 
in beautiful Tooele Valley, where the company 
ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ άƴŜǿ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ ƛƴ 
land development. Executives of the new com-
Ǉŀƴȅ ǎǘȅƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ά¢ŜǊǊŀŎƻǊΣέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊŘ άŜŀǊǘƘέΦ 

ά²ŜΩƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƭŀƪŜ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ Φ Φ Φ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΣέ 
one company executive declared, as they 
emerged from a dark blue Mercedes-Benz at the 
entrance to Tooele Valley carrying maps and plot 
plans which they spread over the hood of the 
car. They had decided after purchasing 1,200 

 
 

 

acres of cheap land to name the residential part 
after the island looming out of the Great Salt 
Lake, described by a U.S. Government Surveyor 
Howard Stansbury and called after him.  

Along with the construction of the new homes,  

(History, continued on page 5) 
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Letter from the President 
Highway 138 Rumble Strips 
BY CHRIS ELLIS 

H 
appy New Year 
Stansbury Park Resi-

ŘŜƴǘǎΗ LǘΩǎ ƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ 
without my soap box to 
stand on this time. 

I suppose some of you 
have noticed that the 
Utah Department of 

Transportation (UDOT) has placed, or better 
stated carved, rumble strips on Highway 138 
(Grantsville highway) adjacent to Stansbury 
Park. Those of you that live on this side of 
Stansbury Park have undoubtedly heard 
them. It almost sounds as though someone 
driving down the highway is honking their 
ƘƻǊƴ ǘƻ άǎŀȅ Ƙƛέ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ άŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řƛǎπ
ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǊƛǇǎΦ 

L ǎǇƻƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ όL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ 
his name and I apologize for that in case 
someone knows him or he reads this) from 
UDOT about the rumble strips. The strips 
were placed on the highway to basically 
alert drivers that they are not in the lane 
where they ought to be. Otherwise stated, 
waking them up. Understandably, this modi-
fication was done in response to numerous 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŘŀƴƎŜǊǎέ ƻŦ 
the highway such as vehicles crossing over 
the center line or off the side of the road, 
and more tragically, deaths due to collisions. 

Unfortunately, some of you living on this 
side of Stansbury Park are affected more 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know, the rumble strips are carved on both 
shoulders of the highway and down the cen-
ter line. When you drive on them, they vi-
brate the car and make a lot of noise. Some 
of you may have experienced this. Most of 
the time you maneuver your vehicle better 
into the center of the lane and all is well. In 
this case, because the highway is relatively 
narrow and the strips are placed as they are, 
there is more opportunity to drive on them. 
Larger vehicles and trailers are more of an 
issue than cars. When larger vehicles and 
trailers are driven over the strips, the vibra-
tion is either not noticeable or slight, the 
noise is behind the driver, and there is no 
άƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
position. This leads to louder noise, longer 
drive time and more irritation to the resi-
dents. 

Personally, it seems that placing the rumble 
strips was not the correct action for UDOT, 
but that is me. I discussed this with the 
UDOT representative and I get the reason-
ƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ άƪƴŜŜ ƧŜǊƪ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴέ 
ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ōƭŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
to belittle the tragedy of any crash, and I 
again apologize if it appears that way, but 
call me callous. After nearly 15 years of re-
sponding to crash sites and working in the 
emergency room I simply feel that we need  

The SPCA board is in need of volunteers, 

individuals willing to donate their time and 

talents to help make Stansbury 

a better community. 

Meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday 

                  of each month at the clubhouse. 

                 Questions? 

            Email spcaboard@stansburycommunity.org 

Volunteers Volunteers 
NeededNeeded  

(UDOT, continued on page 4) 
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Audra 
Felt 

A resident of Stansbury for 
the last 5 years, she has en-
joyed the opportunity to 
meet and assist new 

neighbors as they have moved in. Audra and her husband 
Paul met at college and have traveled to many diverse loca-
tions in their 10 years of marriage. They have a growing 
family that will be increasing by one on the first of April. 

 

 

 

The SPCA Community Association sponsors a scholarship contest every year. This is limited to high school graduating 

seniors whose household is in good standing with the SPCA (have paid their dues). 1st place winner will be awarded a 

scholarship of $1000 toward the college of their choice. 2nd place winner will be awarded a scholarship of $500 toward 

the college of their choice. Entrants not chosen as winners will receive a gift certificate to Kravers. All competing essays 

will be judged on spelling and grammar but heavily weighted on originality, feasibly, and justification. Volunteer mem-

bers of the community will be the judges and will not be allowed to know the author of 

the essays. 

2010 Theme: After 40 years, how can Stansbury Park continue to maintain the 

small-town feel? 

Deadline:  March 31, 2010 

Email:    spcaboard@stansburycommunity.org 

�x�� 9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀōƻǾŜΦ όLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ƴŀƛƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ Ŝǎǎŀȅ 

to 1 Country Club, Stansbury Park, UT 84074; it must be postmarked by March 31, 2010.) 

�x�� Please provide your name, address, phone, email address, high school you are currently attending, and college(s) 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǇŀƎŜ only. The body of the essay must not contain any personal 

references that will reveal the author to the judges. 

�x�� The essays must be typed, double-spaced, and two but no more than three pages in length. 

For further information, contact:    David Vielstich @ 843-0731  (after 6 PM on weekdays and Saturdays and Sundays) OR 

stansburydave@hotmail.com 

 

WE ARE IN NEED OF VOLUNTEER JUDGES. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT DAVID  

Audra has a variety of interests that keep her busy and oc-
cupy her limited free time. She is an avid outdoors person 
ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ όǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ Ǉǳǘ ƻŦŦ 
dishes to weed any day). She also enjoys a good book and to 
visit with her neighbors and friends.   


